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I am a transplanted ASU fan, but 
my first love and loyalty goes to the 
University of Michigan, where I 
obtained my JD in Law 42 years ago. 
After Nebraska's loss to ASU, I was 
curious how the matter was reported 
on television and in the newspapers 
in Nebraska, because I am fully 
aware of how loyal and avid 
Cornhusker fans are. 

I decided to see if I could find 
anything on the Internet and was 
especially pleased to find your Page. 
It was like getting the report 
“straight from the horse's mouth.” I 
must commend the writer of the arti- 
cle I read for being so even-handed 
and fair in reporting what hap- 
pened. I expected apologies, justifi- 
cations, and just plain denial of what 
occurred. 

To my surprise, it was as if Sgt. 
Joe Friday gave his report on 
Dragnet — just the facts. I really 


appreciated that and I'm greatly 
impressed with quarterback Scott 
Frost, who obviously has the mak- 
ings of a great team leader. 

While I'm glad ASU won, I'm 
sorry you lost. But as a sitting judge 
for 24 years, the one thing I could 
never convince lawyers of was that 
one side had to lose, and the tough- 
est lesson was that if you had to lose, 
then do it with “grace.” Nebraska 
obviously has accepted its loss with 
grace, and you are to be commend- 
ed. 

Donald L. Ghareeb 
dlgams@syspac.com 


Shocking. Stunning. 
Unbelievable. As long as 
words suchas thoseare [§ 
uttered after a Cornhusker 
defeat, then you can bet 
the farm the Cornhuskers 
have a tremendous foot- 
ball team. So plug your 
ears when you begin to 
hear the whining about 
Scott Frost’s deplorable 
play in Tempe and how 
Matt Turman should be 
the starter. And fear the day whena 
defeat of the Nebraska Cornhuskers 
is coined as “expected,” “easy,” or 
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“routine.” 

In the final analysis, it is better to 
have lost in Tempe this year than 
last. Besides, this year’s national 
champions will definitely have a 
defeat. 

Stuart E. Gagan 
San Diego, Calif. 


Doug Looney is a proven 
Nebraska hater and uses your book 
to vent his problems.The “Press 
Picks” before the Colorado State 
game tells it all. 1 don't mind some- 
one making wise cracks at the 
Huskers, but when they 
lie and show ignorance 
over and over again, I 
don't want that type of 
book in my home. 

L) Looney suggested CSU 
is a joke for a football 
game. 

Huskers Illustrated 
you lower your self 


space in your book to 
make a stupid statement, 
like NU will win 250-0. 
Please. 
Donald D. 
donald@sccoast.net 


“Thavs for the continued cover- 
age in Huskers Illustrated on the 
Nebraska women’s soccer team. I 
live in Texas, and I saw in your last 
issue that the Huskers have “strong 
teams” from SMU and Texas A&M 
on their schedule this year. Have 
they played yet? Is Nebraska playing 
those teams in Lincoln, or down 
here? And can Nebraska beat those 
teams? 

Lynn Sienkiewicz 
Richardson, Texas 


The 10th-ranked Cornhuskers beat 
Texas AGM on Sunday in Lincoln, 1-0, 
marking the second time this season the 
Huskers have knocked off the sixth- 
ranked team in the nation (Duke was the 
other). As far as SMU is concerned, the 
Huskers should win in Dallas on 
Sunday, Nov. 3. SMU made the Final 
Four in 1995, but lost five starters to 
graduation and another — Danielle 
Fotopoulos (formerly Danielle Garrett), 
the leading scorer in the country last 
year — who transferred to Florida. 

— Editor 
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Please send your comments and questions to 
Letters, P.O. Box 83222, Lincoln, Neb. 68501. 
Or fax them to us at (214) 851-1720. We reserve 
the right to edit the letters for clarity, content and 
length. 

For those with electronic mail abilities, 
huskersedit@xcscx.com. 


ver the years, Husker 
football has experienced 
a number of 
“firsts” in its 
storied histo- 
ry. This 
week, anoth- 
er significant 
“first” will 
be written 
into the record book. 
Nebraska will play its 
first game against a Bg 

new opponent from the ADRIAN 
Big 12 Conference when FIALA 

the Huskers welcome 

Baylor to Lincoln. Last week’s oppo- 
nent, Kansas State, actually was the 
first conference opponent. But 
Kansas State is a former Big Eight 
school, not one of the new entries 
from the former Southwest 
Conference. Baylor (located in Waco, 
Texas) is one of those four. 

Having cut my teeth (and knuck- 
les and a lot of other parts of my 
body) in the Big Eight, I had 
considerable personal conflict 
over this Big Eight/Southwest 
Conference merger. I have 
been a cast-in-stone Big Eight 
athlete and supporter over the 
years, and | did not embrace 
fully the Big 12 concept. 

My concerns seemed to be 
justified when the initial shots 
fired from the new conference 
cannon revealed that the for- 
mer Southwest Conference 
schools were making all the 
plans and the decisions for the hy 
Big 12. It appeared the new |) 
kids on the block owned the ie - 
ball and the helmet and, = 
hence, would make the rules. From 
the location of the conference office 
in Dallas to scheduling and academ- 
ic standards, it appeared that the Big 
12 picture was entirely out of focus. 

I was particularly miffed that one 
of college football’s fabled traditions, 
the season-ending clash between 
Nebraska and Oklahoma on 
Thanksgiving weekend would fall 
by the wayside, and that the 
Huskers and Sooners would not 
even play each other every year. 


Warming U 
To The Big 


With the emotional dust settled, it’s easier to see that in order to 
survive in today’s economic times, a new conference was a necessity 


Talk about a dagger being plunged 
into the hearts of loyalists to the for- 
mer Big Eight. How could such a 
football blasphemy be happen- 
ing? 
I also was critical of the 
higher academic standards 
adopted by the Big 12, at the 
urging of the former Southwest 
My Conference schools. The stan- 
() dards are higher than NCAA 
“ requirements, and seemed to put 
the conference at a big disadvantage 
when it came to recruiting. A num- 
ber of high school athletes who 
would come to Nebraska or another 
Big 12 school will now go to some 
other conference — except, of 
course, the Ivy League, which still is 
going to have higher standards than 
those of the Big 12. 

Don’t misunderstand me on this. 
I’m the first to stand for education 
and academic integrity. But I’m also 
the first to give a young lady ora 
young man an opportunity for a col- 


Texas and the other three 
former SWC schools marched to 
their own drum beats early on 

in the Big 12 organizing process. 
lege education. With the new acade- 
mic standards agreed to by Big 12 
institutions, those opportunities 
have become more limited. 

Eventually I began to look at this 
merger that created the Big 12 a bit 
more objectively. I realized that the 
only thing that lasts forever IS forev- 
er, and I realized that change, like 


2 


the seasons, is inevitable and must 
occur if there is to be progress. 

Intercollegiate athletics have 
evolved to the point that they are an 
economic bonanza, and the Big 12 
merger is simply the result of what 
has been happening in intercolle- 
giate athletics over the past few 
years. The Big 12 provides confer- 
ence teams with definite advantages 
because of size, strength and num- 
bers, in the form of more and better 
television exposure and contracts, 
better equipment contracts and 
increased bow] revenues. It has facil- 
itated scheduling, increased market- 
ing potential and provided some of 
the member institutions with greater 
national respect because of their 
association with each other. 

In the realm of NCAA champi- 
onship events, across the board, the 
Big 12 provides the opportunity for 
more national champions. If the con- 
ference plan works, it will be a defi- 
nite plus for each of the 12 football 

—3 programs, as well as for col- 

| lege football in general. 

The costs of operating ath- 
letic departments are signifi- 
i’ cantly higher than they used to 
3) be, and the demands on pro- 
grams and coaches are greater 
than in years past. How have 
fthe economics changed? 
_@A\ Consider that the total income 
ue|for the Nebraska athletic 
department in 1971, after the 
second national championship 
under Bob Devaney, was a lit- 
| tle over $2.7 million. Last year, 
3 after Nebraska’s second con- 
secutive national champi- 
4 onship, total athletic depart- 
ment income was just over $32.5 mil- 
lion. Licensing and rights fees alone 
were just over $2.5 million (about 
$200,000 less than the total income in 
1971), and growing. 

In intercollegiate athletics today, 
micro- and macro-economic theories 
have given way to a “mega-econom- 
ics” theory, which has led, in turn, to 
a “mega-conference” — the Big 12. 
We have all heard that players today 
are bigger, faster and stronger ... 
welcome to the Big 12. 
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on Hesse has banker’s hours 
this fall. Really. 
Nebraska’s No. 1 
middle linebacker 
has an internship in 
the trust department 
at Lincoln’s Union 
Bank and Trust Co. 
In addition to work- 
ing 10 to 15 hours a 
week, he is writing a 30- 
page paper to satisfy 
graduate course g 
requirements. He ,WIKE 
also is involved in BABCOCK 
independent study in 
sociology. 

“Now that I’ve got my degree, I 
can get some practical experience,” 
he said recently. 

Hesse received a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology last December, 
with a cumulative grade-point aver- 
age of 3.472. He has made the 
Phillips 66 Academic Honor Roll 
twice. 

He is among only a handful of 
Cornhusker football players who 
have completed undergraduate 
degrees in three-and-a-half years. 
Because of the demands on their 
time, most major college athletes 
require at least four years, and more 
often than not four-and-a-half or 
five, to earn a degree. 

Even university students who are 
not athletes are finding themselves 
spending more than the traditional 
four years in undergraduate degree 
programs. Hesse’s academic accom- 
plishments are unique. 

His football success is less so. It 
has required considerable patience 
and perseverance, qualities that 
most players must have. “They 
recruit people usually not to play in 
the first year,” said Hesse, a two- 
sport athlete at Lincoln Southeast 
High. “It takes a while to get the size 
and the mental approach.” 

In his case, it took even a little 


After three years as a backup, 
Jon Hesse (44) beat out Jay 
Foreman for the start at middle 
linebacker in the fall. 
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Worth The Wait 


Practicing patience is sometimes the hardest part 
of playing at Nebraska 


longer than usual. This is his first 
season as a starter. 

Often, players become dis- 
couraged when it takes that 
long. “You're the big guy in 
high school. Then you get here 
| and see you've got to get in line 
jand wait your turn,” Hesse 
| said. “Patience is something we 
all have to learn. It surprises 
me that I learned patience 
| because (lack of patience) was 

one of the things that made me good 

in athletics when I was younger. I 

wasn’t satisfied with not being the 

best. 

“It has been a great growing 
process for me. I’ve realized that all I 
can do is all I can do, and after that, 

things are out of my hands. That was 
a hard lesson for me to learn.” 

After redshirting his first season, 
Hesse found himself at a position 
with outstanding players, first Mike 
Anderson and then Phil Ellis and 
Doug Colman. Because of those 


ahead of him on the depth chart, 
Hesse was moved to outside line- 
backer in the spring of 1995, to 
increase his opportunity to play. But 
he returned to middle linebacker last 
season, after injuries diminished the 
depth there. 

Even after the departure of Ellis 
and Colman, it appeared Hesse 
might remain a backup. Jay 
Foreman, who started every game at 
strongside linebacker as a redshirt 
freshman, was moved to the middle 
last spring to shore up the position. 
But Hesse emerged from the spring 
atop the depth chart. 

“It usually happens quicker for 
most guys,” he said. “You don’t usu- 
ally see a guy all of a sudden become 
a starter as a senior. My deal was, 
Doug and Phil were here, and they 
were great players.” 

Hesse’s salvation was the kickoff 
team. Special teams often provide a 
sense of belonging for players who 
otherwise would be forced to watch 


from the sideline. That’s how it was 
for Hesse. 

“I was so frustrated my sopho- 
more year. I still didn’t have any- 
thing because | didn’t get to play (as 
a back-up) in every game,” said 
Hesse. “Coach (Charlie) McBride 
finally put me on the kickoff team. 

“That way, every game I knew I'd 
be out there. I had something that 
was mine.” 

Hesse had asked Kevin Steele, his 
position coach, if he could be on the 
No. 1 kickoff team. But his request 
wasn’t granted until the Oklahoma 
State game, and only then at 
McBride’s insistence. 

“IT made a big hit, and Coach 
McBride asked me why Coach Steele 
didn’t have me on the kickoff team,” 
Hesse said. “The next week, I was on 
it. I had accepted the fact that I was 
the third-string guy. But I had to get 
on the field somehow.” And the 
kickoff team provided him with that 


opportunity. Sih ive: 
“The kickoff team is what saved owroomi firs: 

me here,” he said. Mon-Sat 9-6 & Sun 1-5 
Hesse hasn’t forgotten. He asked 

to play on the kickoff team again this Z 7 

bin 6 é 2019 Hwy 2, Lincoln 


Hesse is as typical as he is unique. hw’ 402-423-5000 


He grew up in Nebraska. Before he 
accepted Nebraska’s scholarship 
offer, “I’d been going to games for as 
long as I can remember. I probably 
got more nervous then that I do 
now,” he said. The in-state players 
“understand that Nebraska football 
is more than us. 

“If we lose, the whole state is in 
depression. Others just don’t under- 
stand.” 

The Cornhuskers were forced to 
face that reality earlier this season 
after losing to Arizona State. They 
handled it with the character that 
has made them two-time national 
champions. But that doesn’t mean it 
didn’t hurt. 

The stereotype “banker’s hours” 
certainly doesn’t apply to the invest- 
ment of time and emotional energy 
athletes must make in order to suc- 
ceed at Nebraska. Only those who 
have been a part of the program can 
really know the pain of losing, 


which is intensified for those who Se Scouting Repo 


have grown up here. Cage & Footbal f 


“I know a lot of schools in recruit- 
ing will call (Nebraska athletes) and _ Recruiti ng 


say: ‘Are you interested in going to 
Nebraska?’ When you tell them 
‘Yes,’ they just say: ‘Thanks for your 
time.’ Why wouldn’t you want to 
come here to play football? There’s 
no other answer to give, but ‘Yes,’” 
Hesse said. 
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Same Color, 
Different Attitude 


The Kansas State Wildcats went from “Purple Passive” 


n 1967, when I was a sopho- 
more at Omaha Tech High 
School, the roughest, 
toughest football player 
I knew was senior team- 
mate, Russell Harrison. 
His nickname was 
“Heavy Horse,” and he 
passed up a football 
scholarship from 
Nebraska in order to study 
veterinary medicine and 

play football at Kansas 


State. Everybody at Tech JOHNNY 


to “Purple People-Eaters” 


victory against Louisiana State in the 
Orange Bowl, the best in the nation. 
Dickey tried to shoot our 
eyes out, completing 22-of- 
47 passes for darn near 300 
yards. But the Black Shirts 
had a record-setting seven 
interceptions to help us 
declaw the Wildcats. Jerry 
Murtaugh, a linebacker and 
co-captain, intercepted 
Dickey’s first pass, and on 
the next play from scrim- 
mage, Tagge hit me with a 30- 


followed Russ’s career RQpGERS yard touchdown pass. The next 


because we knew he would 
play pro football one day. 

The first time Russ and | stepped 
on a college gridiron together was 
on Nov. 14, 1970. The game was 
billed as the Big Eight “Showdown 
of the Year.” We were unbeaten and 
defending conference champions. 
Kansas State came to Memorial 
Stadium intending to dethrone us, 
and everybody knew the Wildcats 
could. Nebraska had the Big Eight’s 
top offense, but Kansas State came to 
town with the best defense, and we 
were without Van Brownson, our 
starting quarterback at the time. For 
the second straight game, we would 
have to go with Jerry Tagge at quar- 
terback. He had been Brownson’s 
backup. 

K-State’s quarterback, Lynn 
Dickey, reminded me of the New 
York Jets’ “Broadway Joe” Namath. 
He was the kind of quarterback | 
had envisioned playing with, not 
against. Both of us would wear 
white shoes. 

The Wildcats had a running back 
named Mack Herron. Mack was 
smaller than I was, and he seemed to 
be much faster, too. He caught pass- 
es, ran back kickoffs and returned 
punts. He was leading the confer- 
ence in most of those categories 
when he came to Lincoln in mid- 
November. 

Cornelius Davis and Russ 
Harrison alternated at fullback, giv- 
ing Kansas State a balanced attack. 

It didn’t take long to see who was 
the No. 1 team in the conference — 
and by the end of the season, after a 
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thing I knew, (NU running back) 
Joe Orduna had scored four times, it 
was 51-13, and we were on our way 
to playing Oklahoma to get us some 
Sooner meat. 

I don’t remember Van Brownson 


Kansas State Sports information 


In 1970, Lynn Dickey tried to 

burn the Huskers through the 

air, but the Black Shirts picked 
him off seven times. 


starting another game for us at quar- 
terback. 

I remember the next year we 
played Kansas State even better. We 
had been in the right place at the 
right time and had been blessed with 
our first national championship. In 
1971, we were determined to prove 
to everyone that we were the real 
deal and could beat anybody. 


When we went down to 
Manhattan, Kan., to play Kansas 
State in November of 1971, we had a 
perfect record, 9-0. We had big-time 
confidence. We were armed and 
extremely dangerous. 

The Kansas State game represent- 
ed our 20th consecutive victory and 
our 29th consecutive game without a 
defeat, dating back to 1969, when | 
was a senior in high school. It was a 
great day for Tagge, and a not-too- 
bad day for me. Jerry hit his target 
20-of-28 times that afternoon, for 285 
passing yards. His total offense was 
over 300 yards in that game. That 
was a Nebraska record.  pelors the 
season ended, Jerry became the first 
Husker quarterback to pass and run 
for more than 5,000 yards in his 
career, an awesome accomplish- 
ment. 

Well, it was party time for me, 
too. In reaching his goal, Jerry had 
assisted me in reaching a few of 
mine as well. He tossed me 10 spar- 
rows that day (at Kansas State), for 
125 yards and two touchdowns. That 
brought me up to 10 touchdowns for 
the season, which was a Nebraska 
record. The 10 receptions gave me 45 
for the season, also a record — as 
was my career total of 84 (to that 
point). On top of that, I set some 
new marks for punt returns. It was a 
miraculous day. I never got tired of 
catching passes, and Jerry never got 
tired of throwing them. We were like 
butter and popcorn. 

Our defense held Dickey and the 
Wildcats to 17 points, 179 yards 
passing and 57 yards rushing to 
maintain their ranking as the top 
defense in the nation. We left 
Manhattan with a 10-0 record and 
were on our way to Norman, Okla., 
and the “Game of the Century” 
against Oklahoma. We were not 
cocky. We were confident that we 
were champions, though. 

We were right. 

The Kansas State Wildcats of my 
era turned out to be “Purple 
Passive.” But in recent seasons, they 
have looked more like Purple 
People-Eaters. Nowadays, they must 
be taken seriously. 
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Jamel Williams made the most of 
it. As he approached the end zone, 
he exaggerated his strides unneces- 
sarily. “You really don’t think about 
what you're doing,” he said. 

What Williams had done was 
intercept an Eric Moore pass and 
return it 36 yards for Nebraska’s first 
touchdown in a 37-0 victory against 
Oklahoma at Memorial Stadium last 
season. 

The performance near the end of 
the return wasn’t Deion Sanders-cal- 
iber, exactly. And it wasn’t suffi- 
ciently insulting to draw a penalty 
flag for excessive celebration. But it 
upset coach Tom Osborne enough 
that he said afterward he hadn’t 
known whether to hug Williams or 
“wring his neck.” 

Staying mad at Williams had to 
have been difficult for Osborne. The 
senior strongside linebacker from 
Merrillville, Ind., is among the most 
unassuming, and quiet, 
Cornhuskers. Recently, a newspaper 
reporter asked him if he thought his 
accomplishments were being over- 
looked. “I have two national cham- 
pionships back-to-back, so what am I 
worried about?” he said. “I don’t 
think about publicity.” 

Williams should be forgiven his 
little indiscretion, anyway. In those 
fleeting moments midway through 
the first quarter of the Oklahoma 
game, his running back’s instincts 
took over and shaped his actions. 
For a few precious seconds, he was a 
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With every interception, converted 
linebacker Jamel Williams finds 
himself eyeing the end zone witha 


tailback again . . . then he went back 
to being a linebacker. 

The 6-foot-2, 210-pound Williams 
is a linebacker in a running back’s 
body, and jersey. He wears No. 28, 
the same as senior Brian Schuster, 
the No. 1 fullback. Prior to the sea- 
son, equipment manager Glen 
Abbott offered both players a chance 
to choose different numbers, to 
avoid duplication. Both declined. 
“Brian was waiting for me to crack,” 
Williams said. “And I was waiting 
for him to crack.” 

Williams wore jersey No. 28 in 
high school. “I’m going to stick with 
it,” he said. 

Traditionally, numbers in the 20s 
are worn by running backs, and 
Williams was a running back. He 
also was a defensive back — a much- 
honored defensive back. But his self- 
image was offensive. 

At the major college level, players 
must choose between offense and 
defense, and Williams had his mind 
made up. He wanted to be a running 
back. That was a significant factor in 
his decision to come to Nebraska, in 
fact. He was recruited by schools 


by mike babcock 


runner’s mindset 


from coast-to-coast. In addition to 
those close to home, including 
Indiana and Illinois, he attracted 
interest from Miami, Washington 
and Alabama. Most of them recruit- 
ed him as a defensive back, howev- 
er. “I thought I’d be able to play I- 
back here,” he said. 

If things had worked out the way 
Williams imagined they would, he 
would be competing with Damon 
Benning, Ahman Green, Jay Sims 
and DeAngelo Evans for playing 
time now. 

Williams liked what he saw dur- 
ing his recruiting visit to Nebraska, 
and not just because of the facilities. 
Derek Brown had left for the 
National Football League the previ- 
ous year, after his junior season. And 
“IT thought Calvin Jones was going to 
leave early, too,” Williams said. 

He was right. Jones also submit- 
ted his name for the NFL draft after 
his junior season. That meant there 
would be an opportunity at I-back, 
after Williams sat out his first year at 
Nebraska because he had fallen 
short of the NCAA freshman eligi- 
bility requirements under 


a 


Proposition 48. 

Williams enrolled at Nebraska in 
1993, as a non-scholarship member 
of a recruiting class that included 
two other I-backs: Lawrence Phillips 
and Clinton Childs, who had been 
sidelined the previous year by the 
same academic requirements that 
delayed the start of Williams’ college 
career. ' 

Fate interceded before Williams 
could attend his first fall of classes at 
Nebraska, however. He came to 
Lincoln during the summer to work 
out and get started, but returned to 
Indiana to play in a late-summer, 
high school all-star football game. “T 
wasn’t going to go back for it, but I 
did,” he said. ’ 

With about five minutes to go in 
the game, Williams returned a kick- 
off. As he made a move to avoid one 
tackler, his legs were chopped from 
under him by another tackler from 
his blind side. 

He felt severe pain in his left 
knee. When it happened, “T thought 
it was serious, but not that serious,” 
said Williams, who had undergone 
reconstructive surgery on his right 
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knee after suffering torn ligaments 
on an interception return early in the 
football season of his junior year in 
high school. 

The all-star game injury, a torn 
anterior cruciate ligament, also 
required reconstructive surgery, and 
effectively ended his dream of 
becoming an I-back. Osborne recom- 
mended he consider playing defen- 
sive back because the knees of defen- 
sive backs are a little less vulnerable 
to injury. 

Williams wasn’t exactly enam- 
ored with Osborne’s recommenda- 
tion. 

“I wrestled with it,” he said. “My 
dad told me to hang in there, that 
things would work out for the best. I 


It was big enough that he thought 
about not coming to Nebraska, how- 
ever. The prospect of having to sit 
out a full year before becoming eligi- 
ble, and then having to play defen- 
sive back when he became eligible, 
was almost too much to accept. Had 
it not been for Michael Booker, he 
might not have tried. 

Booker also had to sit out a full 
year before becoming eligible. The 
two had met on their recruiting visit 
and “hit it off right away,” Williams 
said. “I think that helped us both. 
We were in the same situation, 
except that I was injured. We were 
the only two Prop 48’s (that year). 
We took classes together. And we 
did things together. I don’t think 
either of us would have made it 


14 OCTOBER 12, 1996 
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without the other.” 
That Booker was a defensive back 


made it easier for Williams to accept © 


his position switch. He began the 
1994 season as a rover or strong safe- 
ty. Before he could become comfort- 
able there, however, he was moved 
to weakside linebacker to provide 
depth when All-American Ed 
Stewart was slowed by injury. Kevin 
Steele, the linebackers coach, “want- 
ed to see how I'd be there,” said 
Williams. 

His reaction was understandable. 
“No way am I playing linebacker,” 
he said Williams said that to himself, 
of course. But hiding his disappoint- 
ment was difficult. 

“I seriously thought about leaving 


apache AL SOG 


erat 


Williams has positioned himself 
atop the Butkus list with games 
like his 17 tackle effort against 

Arizona State. ° 


again,” he said. 

As he had before, Williams talked 
with his dad about the proposed 
move to linebacker. After his initial 
surprise “My dad_ said: 
‘Linebacker? What the heck?’ “ — 
Monroe Williams advised his son to 
look at the bright side. “I realized it 
(linebacker) wasn’t that much differ- 
ent (than rover), and the coaches 
were basically telling me they were 
going to try to get me on the field 
somewhere,” said Williams. 

“T would have a chance to play 
(by moving) . . . 1 was thinking along 
those lines.” 

As it turned out, he was thinking 
right. He did get an opportunity to 
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play as a linebacker. But it wasn’t 
until he moved once more,-from the 
weakside to the strongside, that 
Williams finally emerged. * 

Williams’ shift to the strofigside 
followed the arrival of Terrell Farley 
from junior college last season. 
Farley joined Ryan Terwilliger on 
the weakside, and Williams became 
Jay Foreman’s back-up. Even though 
he never started, he finished third on 
the team in tackles with 47, énclud- 
ing 22 solo. 

Williams is small for a linebacker, 
of course, a fact that opponents have 
tried to exploit. But he more than 
compensates with exceptional athlet- 
ic ability and sprinter’s speed. He 
ran track last year, qualifying for the 
NCAA indoor championships in the 
55 meters and finishing sixth in the 
100 meters at the Big Eight outdoor 
meet. He also ran a leg on the 
Cornhuskers’ 4 x 100-meter relay. 

Williams’ vertical jump — an 
indication of explosivéness — is 40 
inches, the best-ever for a Nebraska 
linebacker. In spring testing, he 
established a performance index 
record for his position. 

He can handle the size mismatch- 


es on the strongside. What he can’t .- 


handle is “those big linemen holding 
me. I hate that,” he said. “I’m little 
enough that they should be able to 
block me . . . not that I’m saying I’m 
easy to block. They shouldn’t have 
to hold me, but somehow, they find 
a way.” 

The way Williams began his final 
season at Nebraska, it was obvious 
the linemen weren’t doing a very 
good job of holding him. He made 
13 tackles in the opener against 
Michigan State and 17 in the loss to 
Arizona State. According to research 
by Keith Mann of the sports infor- 
mation staff, Williams’ 17 tackles 
were the niost by a Cornhusker since 
Mike Knox had that many against 
Missouri in 1983. 

Williams’ name already had been 


‘added to the list of Butkus Award 


candidates. 

Williams downplayed his extraor- 
dinary performance against the Sun 
Devils. “I rate it (his play) kind of 
fair right now,” he said. “I’m just 
doing my job, like everybody else.” 

He might have just been doing his . 
job, but he certainly wasn’t doing it 
like everybody else. And the thing 
is, “he’s got a level in him he can still 
go to,” said Tony Samuel, his posi- 
tion coach. “I think he’s moving 
toward it.” That’s great . . . as long as 
he’s not too demonstrative on the 
way. @ 
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By Mark Derowitsch 


eating the likes of 
Louisiana Tech, 
Louisville and Oregon 
State to open the season 
pleased Baylor football 
coach Chuck Reedy. 

At the same time, three 
convincing victories 
‘against three not-so- 
highly-touted teams doesn’t mean 
the Bears are overconfident. In other 
words, Reedy isn’t about to think 
the Bears are a lock to win the South 
Division of the Big 12 Conference, or 
are on par with two-time defending 
champion Nebraska. 

“We don’t think we’re the power 
of the South by any means,” Reedy 


said. “We’ve got a lot to prove 


before we can be considered 
even one of the better teams in 
the South.” 

A victory by Baylor over 
Nebraska would definitely put 
the Bears in contention for a 
divisional title. Baylor will get 
that chance on Oct. 12, when it | 
travels to Lincoln to face the 
Huskers. 

But if the Bears don’t come 
away with a win against] , 
Nebraska, Reedy says the sea- |/ 
son .won’t be lost. Baylor is 
one of a number of teams in 
the conference that will con- 
tend for postseason berths. 

“The winner of the South 
could end up with two losses, 
and | think that’s very likely,”” 
he said. “I think there are 
going to be seven or eight 
teams fighting it out for those 
bowl spots and for the cham- 
pionship.” 

In the Bears’ first three 
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games this season, they have 
outscored opponents, 80-39, and are 
averaging 316 yards per game. 

As of now, the offense is being run 
by quarterback Jeff Watson, a 6-foot 
junior who has completed 59.3 per- 
cent of his passes this season. 
Watson has thrown for 402 yards 
and five touchdowns, and has been 
intercepted only twice. His backup is 
sophomore Jermaine Alfred, who 
has thrown for 79 yards and one 
score in a limited role. 

But Watson is suffering from a back 
injury that has limited his time at 


The Baylor offense is led by _ 
running back Jerod Douglas, a 
1,114-yard rusher last year. 


Kevin Bartram 
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e Mike Babcock, Huskers 
Ilustrated Me 4 
The Big 12 didn’t exactly live 
up to expectations in non-confer- 

ence play. But Baylor, you'd 
have to say, has been some- 
thing of a surprise. Bears Coach 
Chuck Reedy was extremely 
complimentary of Nebraska at 
the Big 12’s pre-season media 
gathering in St. Louis, describ- 
ing the Cornhuskers as being on 
a different level than everyone 
else. He wasn’t quite accurate 
in that assessment. But they are 
considerably better than the rest 
of the conference when playing 
at Memorial Stadium. 
Nebraska 42, 
Baylor 17. 
e Todd Henrichs, Grand 
Island (Neb.) Independent 
The Bears may emerge as one 
of the top teams in the Big 12's 
South Division, but they could 
be overwhelmed on their trip to 
Lincoln. After all, Nebraska lost 
prize quarterback Odell James 
to the Bears in the recruiting 
season, and the Huskers don’t 
lose that often. 
Nebraska 37, at 
Baylor 12. 


¢ Brian Rosenthal, sports 
editor, York (Neb.) News- 
Times . 

If nothing else, the game is 
at Memorial Stadium, where 
Nebraska has won 32 games in 
a row. So you can expect 
Baylor to get something of a 
rude awakening to football as it 
is played in.the North Division 
of the Big 12. The Cornhuskers 
will keep their home winning 
streak alive. 

Nebraska 49,» 
Baylor 10. 


e Kyle Svec, Hastings 
Tribune a) ;. 
Nebraska is re-focused, and 

Scott Frost appears to be gain- 
ing more contidence every 
game. Baylor has some out- 
standing athletes, but won’t be ~ 
a match for the Huskers at home. 
Nebraska 63, 

Baylor 16. 


practice in recent weeks. Wide 
receiver Mark Cogdill also has 
been playing quarterback at prac- 
tice in case of an emergency. 

“He looks like a 90-year-old 
man when that thing tightens up 
on him,” Reedy said of Watson’s 
back injury. 

Watson isn’t expected to miss 
any action, but.remember the 
Bears have freshman Odell James 
on the sideline. James, who chose 
Baylor over Nebraska, has suf- 
fered a nagging knee injury this 
fall and has practiced a limited 
amount with the Bears. 

Senior wide receiver Kalief 
Muhammad is the Bears’ main 
target. He had 12 catches in three 
games for 161 yards and three 
touchdowns. His longest recep- 
tion was an 87-yard bomb from 
Watson. Split end Pearce Pegross 
is second on the team with nine 
catches for 138 yards and two 
scores. 

Bear: tight ends Bradley Domel 
and Chad Chmelar have combined 
for eight receptions and 66 yards, 
but have yet to find the end zone. 

The Baylor running game hasn’t 
been too impressive so far this year. 


Tailback Jerod Douglas leads the. 


team with 259 yards on 44 carries, 
for an average of 5.9 yards per 


,attempt. He’s also scored three times 


and his longest run from the line of 
scrimmage is 51 yards. Douglas’ 
backups are Anthony Overstreet, 
who has rushed for 25 yards, and 
Elijah Burkins, who-has 46 yards on 
the ground. 

Fullback Shawn Washington is 
second on the team in rushing, but 


Pearce Pegross (above) and Kalief 


Muhammad give Baylor a solid receiving 
tandem to join its solid rushing game. 


he’s only gained 73 yards on 13 car- 
ries. 

Up front, the Bears have been 
hampered by an injury to three-year 
starting tackle David Davis. Davis 
returned to practice for the first time 
this season on Oct. 1, but Reedy said 
Davis won't play this season. Davis- 
underwent knee surgery in the off- 
season after injuring his knee in a car 
accident. 

“Basically, he’s a scout teamer — 
a real good scout teamer,” Reedy 
said of Davis. 

That leaves 276-pound sopho- 
more Anthony Williams and 315- 
pound junior Michael Johnson at 
tackle, Kelvin Garmon and Danny 
Fletcher at guard and freshman 
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Brian Sutton at center. 

Baylor has shown an 
aggressive tendency on defense 
this season, but the Bears still are 
holding their opponents to 364 
yards of total offense per game. 
The Bears have been especially 
tough up front, limiting foes to 
just 145 yards per game on the 
ground. 

Middle linebacker Dean 
Jackson leads the team with 32 
tackles and two stops for loss. 

In addition, Jackson has 
picked off two passes and broken 
up another. Weakside linebacker 
Robert Mason and strongside 
linebacker Clarence Cruse each 
have been in on 29 tackles, while 
bandit linebacker (middle) Glenn 
Coy has seven tackles. 

Ends Sheldon Mallory and 
Donnie Embra and nose tackle 
Roderick Kinney anchor the front 
in Baylor’s 3-4 alignment. 
Mallory has recorded two sacks this 
season. 

Strong safety Rodney Artmore 
has been in on 14 tackles, while free 
safety Nikia Codie has 21 tackles 
and one interception. Freshman 
Allen Pace and senior George 
McCullough start at the corners for 
the Bears. 

The last time Baylor defeated 
Nebraska was in 1939, when the 
Bears left Lincoln with a 20-0 win. 

Since then, the teams have met 
three times, with the Huskers win- 
ning all three games. 

The last time the two teams met 
came in 1990, when the Huskers 
pulled out a 13-0 victory in a nation- 
ally-televised game. Hl 
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6 Kenny Cheatham 6-4 210 So : 82 DwightJohnson 6-4 267 Fr 9 Morris Anderson 6-1 183 So : 57 Chad Kelsay 6-3 230 So 
LT 77 Adam Treu 6-6 300 Sr } NT 61 Roderick Kinney 6-3 285 Jr LT 57 Anthony Williams 6-2 272 So : DT 97 Jeff Ogard 6-6 300 Sr 
73 Fred Pollack 6-4 305 Jr } 99 Derrick Fletcher 6-6 360 So 73 Larry McRae 6-5 275 Fr 99 Jason Wiltz 6-3 295 So 
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Black Shirts 
Crush KSU 
Upset Hopes 


onsider Sisyphus, the character in classical mythology 
whose burden was to roll a stone up a hill, only to lose 
control as he neared the summit, allowing the stone to 
roll back down. Also consider Bill Snyder, the head 
football coach at Kansas State. 

Snyder has been responsible for one of the most 
remarkable turnarounds in college football history, 
taking Kansas State from a perennial also-ran to an 
annual contender, of sorts. 

His program is one of only seven to have won at least nine 

games in each of the last three seasons, the Wildcat media guide 

proudly proclaims. Try as they might, 

however, Snyder’s teams have yet to win 

By MIKE BABCOCK against Nebraska, which is certainly no 

disgrace, although it has to be frustrating. 

In 1993, Kansas State was 5-0 when it 

lost to the Cornhuskers in Lincoln, 45-28. In 1994, the Wildcats 

were 4-0 when Nebraska came to Manhattan with its top two 

quarterbacks ailing and left with a 17-6 victory. And in 1995, 

Kansas State won six in a row before los- 
ing at Nebraska 49-25, 

Each time Snyder approached the sum- 
mit of credibility, the stone that is 


Nebraska managed to get away from him, 
and so it was last Saturday, for a Wildcat 
team with four consecutive victories. 


“What we saw, we've seen in the past,” 
Snyder said, after watching Kansas State’s 
28th consecutive loss against Nebraska. “What they did, they did 
very well. What we did, we did very poorly.” 

A majority of those in the third- -largest crowd in KSU Stadium 
history (43,915) apparently thought this might be the season when 
the Wildcats’ Big Red frustration finally ended. “The streak ends 
today,” flashed on the giant videoscreen atop the fieldhouse at 
the north end of the stadium before the game. 

But the streak didn’t end. It wasn’t even close to ending. The 
final score was 39-3. 

Kansas State entered the stadium before the game behind 
seven Wildcat cheerleaders carrying four huge, eagle and white 
flags. The cheerleaders, two to a flag except the first one, strained 
against the south wind, much as Kansas State strained against a 
Nebraska defense that played with extraordinary resolve. 
“Obviously, our defense played one of the finest games they've 
ever played,” Cornhusker coach Tom Osborne said. 

“Without looking at the film — coaches always have to look at 
the film first — we have to be extremely 
pleased with what happened,” Cornhusker 
defensive backs coach George Darlington 
said. 


Kansas State game photos by Doug Devoe 


KSU had no answer 
and little pie (86 


~ fc = total for the game) 
He compared the defensive effort to against Grant 


1994's. “We weren't as dominant for part of Wyictrom and the 
the game (then). But we were pretty darn pigck Shirt defense 
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Nebraska Athletic Department 
Products 


Located beneath the South Stadium, this walkway is 
the path which leads the Huskers from the locker room to 
Memorial Stadium. We invite you to have a name engraved 
in one of the boulevard’s bricks. With your help we can 
continue the proud tradition of Nebraska football. 


A color team picture with a printed heading stating the year 
and the record of each team, is also available for each 
championship team. Pictures were taken prior to the start of the 
season in full uniform, Cost of both the football team photo and 
volleyball team photo is $10 each. 


National championship 

posters were produced 
commemorating both the football and volleyball championship 
seasons. The official championship poster produced by the Husker 
Athletic Department, is the only one featuring game action photos of 
the Husker stars. The 1995 national championship poster costs $10 
and one free 1994 national championship poster will be mailed at no 
football team ($100). Both balls charge with every poster order. You can also obtain an original 
are pre-printed with autographs of every team Tommie Frazier poster commemorating the former outstanding Husker 
member and contain the official University championship logo. quarterback and 1995 senior. The Tommie Frazier 
and championship volleyball poster cost $10 
each. 


Authentic autographed 
balls contain signatures of the 
1995 national championship 
volleyball team ($50) and the 
1995 national championship 


Videos highlighting the Nebraska volleyball and 
football national championship seasons, as well as the 
bowl trip again are available as produced by 
HuskerVision. This is the only video that gets you into 
the locker room for pre and 


Car window stickers and stickers for 
notebooks and non-weathered materials are 
available for each championship team. The 
logo commemorating each championship 
season is also available as a collar/hat pin. 
Approximate size of both stickers is 5” x 3 1/2”, while the 
pins are approximately 1” x 1”. Stickers are $1 each, pins are $5. 


postgame 
speeches. Last 
year’s season 

highlight tape and 


national 7 
championship To order any of these or other Authentic Nebraska 
videos for football Athletic Department Products, call: 


are also available. 
All videos cost 
$20 each. 


good,” he said. “This year, we 
played well right out of the chute.” 

The game was only 48 seconds 
old when Kansas State quarterback 
Brian Kavanagh was forced to call a 
timeout to discuss Nebraska's defen- 
sive alignment with his coaches. 
Time and again, the senior from 
Naperville, Ill, used up nearly every 
second available to him at the line of 
the scrimmage. 

Nebraska disguised zone cover- 
ages, which it used, “I think, more 
than they (the Wildcats) expected,” 
defensive coordinator Charlie 
McBride said. “We had a chance at a 
couple of ‘picks’ (interceptions) 
because they were throwing into 
coverages that they thought were 
something else.” 
Kavanagh had completed 59-of-98 


Eric Warfield’s block of James 
Garcia’s punt was only one of 
many KSU miscues on special 


teams which contributed to the 


Wildcats’ demise. 


passes (60.2 percent) for 727 yards 
and eight touchdowns in four 
games, with only one interception. 
Against Nebraska, he was 5-of-19 for 
34 yards with two interceptions, 
before giving way to freshman 
Jonathan Beasley, who finished as 
Kansas State’s leading rusher. 
Beasley gained 40 yards on five car- 
ries and completed 3-of-9 passes. He 
also threw an interception. 

Darlington was dissatisfied on 
that count, despite the three inter- 
ceptions — by Michael Booker, Eric 
Warfield and Ralph Brown. “We 
couldn’t catch a cold,” Darlington 
said. 


It was ugly enough for Kansas 
State, which had zero net yards at 
halftime. 

“Today I feel a lot better, a lot 
more confident about the team we 
have,” Osborne said. “We were con- 
cerned about the reality of this team, 
whether it was the one that played 
Arizona State or the one we thought 
we had. I’m encouraged about the 
future now. If we lost this one, it was 
going to be tough.” 

The game began as most expect- 
ed, with both defenses dominating. 
But Kansas State’s punt team had 
self-destructive tendencies that were 
apparent almost immediately and 
contributed significantly to the 
Wildcats’ ultimate demise. 
Sophomore James Garcia punted the 
first two times. However, after he 


shanked his second punt, a 29- 
yarder into the wind and out of 
bounds, he was replaced by senior 
Chad Romano, who held the ball so 
long on what should have been his 
first punt that Cornhusker weakside 
linebacker Terrell Farley tackled him 
at his own 14-yard line. Romano 
managed to punt the ball the next 
two times, before Garcia returned 
and promptly had a punt blocked by 
Warfield. 

Kansas State’s defense was fresh 
enough in the first half to prevent 
Nebraska from taking full advantage 
of the mistakes. Sophomore Kris 
Brown had to be called on to kick 
field goals of 45, 27, 28 and 50 yards, 
as the Cornhuskers built an 18-3 lead 
at the intermission. It could have 
been worse. 

There was a foreshadowing of 
what was to come, however. Early in 


the second quarter, after a 51-yard 
Jamie Rheem field goal had cut the 
lead in half, at 6-3, Nebraska put 
together a 17-play, 80-yard drive toa 
touchdown, scored by I-back Ahman 
Green on an 8-yard run with 4:49 left 
before halftime. 

Kansas State gave ground grudg- 
ingly. The Cornhuskers converted 
on four third downs during the 
drive, and Green scored on a fourth- 
and-1. But the drive exacted a physi- 
cal toll, which made the Kansas State 
defense more vulnerable. Nebraska 
had 278 yards and three touchdowns 
in the second half. 

DeAngelo Evans, the true fresh- 
man I-back from Wichita, Kan., 
scored two of the touchdowns, the 
first on a 69-yard run on the third 


halftime intermission. 

Evans finished with 168 rushing 
yards on 21 carries. “I thought 
DeAngelo showed a lot of maturity, 
a lot of durability,” Osborne said. 

Green left the game with a turf- 
toe injury that could keep him on the 
sideline for as much as “a couple of 
weeks,” according to Osborne, and 
Damon Benning, with whom Evans 
shared the No. 2 spot on the depth 
chart after the Colorado State game, 
didn’t make the trip because of a 
groin pull. 

Kansas State fans booed Evans’ 
every move. But “I don’t think the 
boos affected him,” said Cornhusker 
quarterback Scott Frost, who com- 
pleted 8-of-16 passes for 79 yards 
and a touchdown to tight end 
Vershan Jackson (with one intercep- 
tion). “DeAngelo thrived on the 
attention the crowd gave him.” 
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Keep The Boos Coming 
Trying to contain freshman I-back DeAngelo Evans, much less stop 
him, proved to be a scary fact for Kansas State and it’s vocal crowd 


eAngelo Evans stood on a 
chair while answering ques- 
tions about his 163-yard, 
two-touchdown contribu- 
tion to Nebraska’s 39-3 vic- 
tory against Kansas State. 

Even so, little more than 
his head could be seen 
above the crush of print and elec- 
tronic reporters outside the visitors’ 
locker room at KSU Stadium. Evans 
is only 5-foot-9. ‘ 

The Cornhuskers’ freshman I- 
back isn’t likely to be mistaken for a 
basketball player, although Kansas 
basketball coach Roy Williams 
did try to recruit him for that pur- 
pose. 

He was a better running back, 
however, and it is as a football 
player that he intends to make his 
mark. So Kansas football coach 
Glen Mason also tried to recruit 


Snyder, for whom watching | 
Evans’ performance last Saturday 
must have been particularly 
painful. 

Neither Snyder nor Mason 
(nor Williams, for that matter) 
could keep Evans at home, a fact 
duly noted by many of those 
among the third-largest crowd in 
KSU Stadium history. They booed 
Eyans. Not once, not twice, not 
three times but rather every time 
he carried the ball against Kansas 
State. 

Wildcat fans came prepared to 
celebrate what they hoped would be 
Kansas State’s first victory against 
Nebraska since a 12-0 shutout at 
Lincoln in 1968. Instead, they got 
what little satisfaction there could be 
in booing Evans. Someone less 
informed might have thought his 
name was “Boo.” 

Evans was the Cornhuskers’ No. 
2 I-back on Saturday. He had been 
promoted after the Colorado State 
game, in which he carried six times 
for 72 yards and one touchdown and 
returned two kickoffs for another 72 
yards. He went from fourth on the 
depth chart to sharing second-team 


22 OCTOBER 12, 1996 


- 


f 
him, as did Kansas State’s Bill |, € 


Doug Devoe 


By MIKE BABCOCK ’ 


status with senior Damon Benning, 
who stayed in Lincoln because of a 
groin pull. That made Evans second- 
team by himself. 

Evans entered the Kansas State 
game and carried for the first time 
on Nebraska’s first play from.scrim- 
mage in the second quarter. He 
gained 3 yards, and the crowd 
booed. 

He carried on the next play and 
gained 1 yard. The crowd booed 
again, establishing a pattern of 
behavior that wasn’t broken even 
when Evans ran 69 yards for a 


DeAngelé Evans out gained, and 
nearly 
offense (168 to 86) by himself. 


touchdown on the third play from 
scrimmage in the second half. By 
then, it was apparent Kansas State 
would have to wait at least another 
year to end Nebraska’s dominance. 
So the crowd could just as well have 
appreciated the run as booed it. 

“It felt good,” Evans said of his 
play against his home-state universi- 
ty. “I felt invincible today.” 

He wasn’t, of course. Kansas 
State’s defense had its moments 
against him, mostly in the first half. 
That the Wildcats were able to con- 


= 


= 


tain him as well as they did was a 
tribute to their defensive strength. 

But Evans, who is a solid 220 
pounds, gave out punishment at 
least as well as he took it. 

“I wanted to make sure every 
time I ran it, they felt it,” he said. 
“We want to wear people down. We 
try to pound people. They got tired. 
I could tell it in the hits. They hit 
harder in the first half.” 

That was evident statistically, as 
well. Nebraska’s offense was slug- 
gish early in the game, a fact that 
contributed to Kris Brdwn’s oppor- 
tunity to kick four field goals in 
the first half. For a while, it 
appeared as if the sophomore 
from Southlake, Texas, might 
have a chance to break the 
y| NCAA record of seven field 
goals in a game, set by former 
| Cornhusker Dale Klein against 
Missouri in 1985. 

Brown got to attempt only 
A one field goal in the second half, 
however, a 34-yarder that went 
| wide to the right and nearly 
ruined the afternoon for him. 
The miss was his first of the sea- 
son. 

By the time Brown missed 
the 34-yarder, Nebraska’s 
F™ offense had begun to control the 
line of scrimmage. By game’s 
end, the Cornhuskers looked 
like their old selves. 

In addition to scoring 39 
points against a Kansas State defense . 
that had allowed an average of only 
six points per game (fourth-best in 
the nation), they finished with 341 
yards rushing. , : 

Nebraska fans aren’t likely te boo 
Evans, unless they pick up on that 
“Boo” nickname. 

Such a nickname might work, 
when you think about it. “Boo” 
Evans. “I’m going to make a believer 
out of everybody who sees me. I’m 
going to make them believers this 
year,” Evans said. “I think I’m ready. 
I’ve still gota lot to learn.” - 

Which makes it difficult to see 
him sometimes. 
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Strength. Experience. Reliability. 


The qualities a quarterback wants 

in the linemen standing in front of him 
are the same you want in the insurance 
company standing behind you. 

These are the qualities your American 
Family agent puts to work every day 

to protect your auto, home, business, 
health and life. 


Your American Family agent. 
Proud to be on your side. 


"AMERICAN FAMILY 
| INSURANCE | 
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All Your Protection 
Under One Roof. 


Easy To Put Up... 6: 
1 (72in) 
Anyone Can Do It! o | yr: 


BIG RED adds fun and 4 PREPASTED PANELS 
excitement to any room! Juan beeinOtn bones 


acs CEI Seat 
96 in. 
UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA WILL BENEFIT FROM EVERY PURCHASE and put up on your wall! {96 in.) 


only Pertinent AVAILABLE AT FINE RETAILERS AND FAN STORES, OR CALL 
59.95 VicAMASTERCARD accepted EGi sports: (800) 328-3869 


Golf PUTTER 


Show your Husker Pride to all your golf friends! 


This aluminum mallet putter has a computer milled face that's 
balanced for consistent feel and precision accuracy on the green. 
A medallion insert commemorates the Huskers double Back 
to Back football championships in 70 & 71 and 94 & 95. A double 
bend steel shaft is finished off with Golf Pride's Tour Wrap grip. 


We are proud that a portion of To order: call 1-800-81 8-8682 
fhe pracasdeirorutite Only $75.00 plus shipping & handling 
product goes to support UNL Mastercard, Visa, Discover, & Amex accepted 
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_.Had intercepted 
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Total net yards. 

‘Avg. gain per play” 
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TEAM STATISTICS 
Total Offensive Yards 

Net Rushing Yards 
Passing Yards 


® ‘Kan 
‘Baylor : 
@: Jexce, Tech 


Nov. 9. Colorado’ aa 
HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 


a 
2 


SC00000==oNn00=8 
g 


e 


GET THE 
LATEST 
PRACTICE 
REPORT NOW! 


00 
860 
4733 


A SERVICE OF HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 


$2.00 for the first minute 
$1.00 for each minute 
thereafter 
Callers under 18 must 
have parents’ permission 


DON'T MISS OUT! 


Line1 Daily Practice Reports 
Check out what happened in practice with 
our updates. This is the only way to get the 
inside scoop daily, unless you're at the 
practice. ON LINE NOW 


Line 2 Game Recaps 

If you want more than the score and can’t 
wait for the magazine, call and get early 
results. Find out who-scored the big plays 
and what decided the game. On-line within 
two hours of the end of the game. 


Line 3 Football Recruiting 


Each week we explore who the Huskers aré 
chasing and break down the needs by 
position. 


Each prompt is updated 
by 9 p.m. (CDT) unless noted 


FOR CUSTOMER SERVICE CALL 
1-800-397-3715 
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Still Going ... 


Even after the Huskers’ first loss in two years, Nebraska 
football recruiting continues at a furious pace 


espite the unexpected 
loss to Arizona State 
and a drop from the top 
spot in the polls, the 
Nebraska recruiting 
juggernaut continues to 
roll along. Still two 
months away from the 
time at which home vis- 
its by the Cornhusker coaches are 
allowed, Nebraska already 
has received eight commit- 
ments. 

Inside linebacker Jamie 
Burrow (6-foot-3, 230 
pounds, 4.8 seconds in the 40- 
yard dash) of Ames, Iowa, 
became the latest to add his 
name to the list. Burrow is 
the son of former 
Husker Jimmie Burrow, By 
and is rated just behind JAMES 
fellow Nebraska recruit HALE 
Kyle Vanden Bosch of Inwood 
(West Lyon), Iowa. 

So far, the number of early com- 
mitments is comparable to the num- 
ber of recruits committed to Penn 
State, Ohio State and Notre Dame. 
The Cornhuskers started this trend 
two seasons ago, and each year the 
team has landed one of the top class- 
es in the country. 

The 1997 class has the potential to 
garner such national recognition. A 
great tight end would go a long way 
toward making the class even better. 
Tight ends usually are very versatile 
athletes who could play a number of 
positions on a team. A great tight 
end can diversify an offense like no 
other position. If the tight end is a 
great blocker at the point of attack, 
he can expand a team’s running 
game on the corners. If he is an 
excellent receiver, the entire field 
opens to the passing game. And if 
he has great speed, the safeties never 
can cheat toward the line of scrim- 
mage to stop the run. 

Kyle Kipps (6-5, 245, 4.9) of 
Lafayette (Comeaux), La., doesn’t 
have game-breaking speed, but he’s 
one of the best in every other area. 
Rated as one of the top tight ends in 
the country, Kipps is a devastating 
blocker at the point of attack, using 
his 310-pound bench press and 500- 
plus squat to punish defenders off 
the ball. Kipps may have an instinct 


on how defenders are going to react 
to each play because he had 130 
tackles and six sacks on defense last 
season . 

As with all great tight ends, Kipps 
could be switched to another posi- 
tion. Some colleges like him as a 
defensive end or inside linebacker. 
However, Kipps said he prefers 
playing offense. He ran his routes 
well enough to get open for 
20 catches and one touch- 
down last season despite, 
playing in an offense that 
doesn’t throw to the tight 
end much. 

“I really like to have the 
ball in my hands, especially 
when the game is on the 
line,” Kipps said. “I can 
always get open, and I will catch the 
ball in the clutch. I don’t mind when 
they call my number with a running 
play, either. I 
know my block 
will usually get 
our running 
backs in the sec- 
ondary and | 
take pride in 
that kind of 
responsibility.” 

Kipps grew 
up a Michigan fan, but said he is dis- 
appointed in the attention he is 
being paid by the Wolverines. That 
has given Nebraska and others an 
opportunity to get into the mix. 

“Michigan was a favorite team of 
mine when I was growing up, but 
that was when I was a kid,” Kipps 
said. “Now, times of changed and I 
want to look around and choose the 
best program for me. Notre Dame is 
showing me a great deal of attention 
and with their television exposure 
you can’t help but be impressed with 
what they have going. I like 
Colorado and Texas A&M. Nebraska 
has won two straight national cham- 
pionships, which no other school can 
touch. Their coaching staff has been 
at the school for a while, yet they 
continue to make changes in their 
offense to make things better. I really 
like what Nebraska is doing with 
their program right now.” 

Matt Wright (6-5, 240, 4.9) of Ft. 
Lauderdale (Dale Pine Crest), Fla., is 
another nationally-ranked tight end 


who is looking at schools across the 
country. Wright has a big frame and 
could grow into an offensive tackle, 
yet he has the speed that could allow 
him to play as a 275-pound tight 
end. Wright catches the ball well and 
runs good routes, as indicated by his 
29 catches for 454 yards and two 
touchdowns last season. Wright said 
he likes Michigan, Virginia, Stanford 
and the Huskers. 

Ryan Humphrey (6-7, 212, 4.7) of 
Tulsa (Booker T. Washington), Okla., 
is one of the nation’s most interest- 
ing athletes. Humphrey is a national 
top-200 football talent, but also ranks 
as a top-10 national basketball 
recruit. Humphrey has said he wants 
to play both sports in college. The 
problem for the Huskers is that he 
has said he loves the Big Red foot- 
ball program, but isn’t as sold on the 
hoops. 

“Nebraska has one of the best 
football programs in the country, 
one that anybody would love to play 
for,” Humphrey said. “However, I 
really don’t know as much about 
their basketball program, and I need 
to get to know what’s going on 
there. I am still trying to decide what 
to do. If I did that, play one sport, it 
would probably be basketball right 
now.” 

The Huskers are in the recruiting 
hunt for football, but overall, 
Humphrey is said to be considering 
Oklahoma, Oklahoma State, 
Arkansas, Kansas and Pittsburgh. 

Husker fans have become familiar 
with the name Wistrom for the past 
three years, and there may be anoth- 
er one on the way to Lincoln. Tracey 
Wistrom (6-5, 200, 4.75) of Webb 
City, Mo., doesn’t come out of the 
prep ranks with the size and athletic 
ability of his older brother, NU rush 
end Grant Wistrom, but Tracey 
plays the game fundamentally well 
and is a dominant prep player who 
has yet to grow into his 6-5 frame. 
He’s off to a great start in 1996 with 
10 catches, including five for touch- 


are guaranteed of going to a bowl 
game.” 

Fans wonder if Tracey Wistrom’s 
decision will be based at least in part 
on the opportunity to play with his 
brother. 

Tracey Wistrom admits he 
admires his older brother, but said 
he tries not to let that affect his deci- 
sion. 

“T think many people think it is 
already a done deal, that I will fol- 
low my brother to Nebraska,” he 
said. “In fact, I think it has scared a 
couple of teams off. I really don’t 
know if I would have a chance to 
play with my brother. He has told 
me he would like for that to happen, 
but I would probably redshirt my 
first year, anyway, and you never 


know if Grant will be around after 
this season anyway. So, I really can’t 
let the possibility of playing with my 
brother sway me one way or anoth- 
er.” 

Miles Koon (6-3, 250, 4.75) of 
Flower Mound (Marcus), Texas, and 
Michael Jones (6-5, 230, 4.8) of San 
Antonio (Marshall), Texas, are rated 
as two of the top five tight ends in 
the state, and both have an interest 
in the Huskers. 

Koon is battling back from a knee 
sprain, and said he has no favorite 
among Texas, Tennessee, Alabama, 
Colorado, Texas A&M, OU and 
Nebraska. 

Jones said he likes Texas A&M, 
Texas, Arkansas, Arizona, Nebraska 
and Vanderbilt. 
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all it a fresh perspective. 
Or call it a freshman per- 
spective. 

Most members of the 
Nebraska women’s soccer 
team simply call it hard 
work, focus and a harmo- 
ny of which you don’t find 
enough in major college 
athletics. 

“The older players on this team 
are as friendly as you can imagine,” 
said freshman defender Sharolta 
Nonen. “I came last January on a 
recruiting trip, and they all seemed 
very nice. But when you get here, 
you realize that it wasn’t just a 
recruiting thing. They are all really 
friendly.” 

Who wouldn’t be friendly to a 
group of freshmen that can score 
goals like this one? The freshman 
class has contributed 15 of the 
Huskers’ 31 goals, and after a rain- 
soaked 9-1 shelling of Loyola 
Marymount in Lincoln, the Huskers 
boast a 5-0 record, a No. 2 rating in 
the NSCAA/Umbro Central Region, 
and are ranked 10th in the nation in 
the ISAA women’s Top 25 poll. 

The Cornhuskers, who opened 
the season ranked 18th in the coun- 
try, rattled off wins over Oklahoma 
(8-0), Iowa State (6-0), sixth-ranked 


Duke (3-1) and Oral Roberts (5-0). 

The freshmen have made their 
mark, just as Nebraska coach John 
Walker said he expected them to. 

“Yes, we knew what they could 
do,” Walker said. “Every single one 
of them has made a contribution, 
and they all are solid players. But 
they have settled in even a little 
faster than I thought they would.” 

The players themselves feel like 
the comfort is based on Walker’s 
simple philosophy. 

“He demands a lot, and he 
expects a lot,” 
said Lindsay 
Eddleman, the 
Huskers’ sec- 
ond-leading 
scorer with 12 
points. 

“Tt’s the atmos- 
phere that he 
sets that has 
helped us make the transition,” 
Eddleman said. “He tells us that we 
are teammates and that we should 
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Freshmen Talent Has Husker Soccer 
Team Climbing In The Rankings 
e Mike Friend 


always respect each other. But at 
practice, it is 100 percent all the time 
against each other. No matter how 
you are feeling and no matter what 
kind of day you had, he always 
expects the same type of focus for 
every practice.” 

Eddleman and Nonen, along with 


Isabelle Morneau, Jenny Benson and 
Jill Nelsen have led a rookie class 
that has proved instrumental in the 
Huskers’ success. 

The victory over Duke, at 
Durham, N.C., was Nebraska’s first 
ever against a top-10 opponent. It 
was a prime example of the intensity 


“Every single one of them 
(freshman class) has 
made a contribution 


and they are all solid 
players.” 


— John Walker 
NU soccer coach 


that Walker expects from his players. 
The Huskers had trailed for more 
than 71 minutes of the match when 
Eddleman rifled home the tying 
goal. Minutes later, junior midfielder 
Kari Uppinghouse scored off of an 
Eddleman_ assist, and 
Nebraska was ahead to stay. 

While the players might 
have been tempted to cele- f 
brate, Walker was quick to 
help his team retain the 
proper perspective. 

“We stressed to the play- 
ers that while it was a big} 
win, we needed to keep our 
focus,” Walker said. “We’ve 
only played 25 percent of 
our season, and there are |J 
some tough games ahead.” 


that because his squad is rel- 
atively young, his staff can’t 
afford to let up on them. He said 
that with a young team, there are 
too many intangibles that can not 
be left to chance. 

“T think the practices have been 
eye-openers for them,” Walker said. 
“The intensity of the practices is 
enormously high. But now I think 
they are accustomed to that.” 

Nonen, who is from Vancouver, 


<a 


Walker said he believes fee-ce ere 
Lindsay Hddinmen 
(13) has picked up 


a chunk of the 
Huskers’ scoring. 


British Columbia, thinks the key to 
her growth has been the friends she 
has made on the team. 

“Tt (the intense pace at Nebraska 
practices) actually hasn’t been that 
overwhelming, because the other 
Jon Waller Players have been 
]so supportive,” she 
said. “I don’t think 
there is any animos- 
ity. The freshmen 
all have talent, and 
they all came from 
good programs in 
}high school. The 
i} key is that we all 
really just want to 
do well. That's all.” 
There also has been 
| private preparation, 
| however. Last year, 
Uppinghouse 
and Eddleman 
played together 
on the Denver 
Diamonds semi- 
pro team, and 
the rest of the Huskers have had 
their own regimens that they have 
used to get ready for Walker’s 
demanding practices. 

Despite the success the team has 
experienced thus far, there surely 


will be some pitfalls before the sea- 
son is over. Nebraska has yet to play 
strong teams from SMU, Vanderbilt, 
Texas and seventh-ranked Texas 
A&M. From the middle of October 
on, the Huskers will play all their 
games on the road, which also could 
put considerable pressure on such a 
youth-laden team. 

As Walker points out, however, 
the youth on the team has guidance 
from some experienced players, 
which will hopefully be a steadying 
influence on the rocky road ahead. 

The team has only one senior, 
Kim Ratliff, and seven juniors. 

“We are still a very, very young 
team, but we really need the older 
players we have to act as role mod- 
els,” Walker said. 

“You see a lot of one-shot won- 
ders in this world. A Buster Douglas 
will knock out a Mike Tyson and 
never be heard from again. You have 
to keep reminding freshmen of that. 
But I have to say that they are all 
really nice kids, and that they are a 
level-headed group. The returning 
players are happy because the fresh- 
men have helped to make them a 
better team, and it’s still early. 
Everybody has room to get a lot bet- 
er.” 
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Behind-the-scenes. Iook at Nebraska’s. strength program 


Nebraska has dominated teams through strength and conditioning for 
more than a quarter of a century. 


Beginning in 1970 with our first national AF and continu- 
ing today, Nebraska's Director/of Athletic Performanée Boyd Epley is 
truly a builder of champiéns. Known around the world for his achiev e- 
ments in strength andconditioningBoyd’s alee A 7 players the 
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Boyd’s HUSKER POWER program is known‘ for ed fourth quar- 
ter players who continue to dominate w hen opponents are vireds 
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advanced and admired strength and’ conditioning program. The 
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athletics. 
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¢ Open house before Homecoming football games: Before 
each Homecoming football game, the HUSKER POWER CLUB 
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¢ Invitations each year to attend the presentation of the Lifter 
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he Big 12 exists because of football, no 
question. But football isn’t the confer- 
ence’s only showcase sport. Adding for- 
mer Southwest Conference schools Texas, 
Texas A&M, Texas Tech and Baylor to the 
former Big Eight has produced one of the 
nation’s premier volleyball conferences. 

Three of the four Texas schools joined 
Nebraska in the USA Today/AVCA Top 25 rankings in 
late September — when the Huskers began round-robin 
conference play — providing evidence of what Nebraska 
coach Terry Pettit predicted would be the case before the 
season began. 

“My sense of things is, if you can be competitive in the 
Big 12, if you can finish first or second there, you're prob- 
ably going to be competitive with any team in the coun- 
try,” Pettit said. “It’s going to be a very competitive con- 
ference.” 

Last season’s NCAA tournament provided evidence. 
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The kings of their 
old conferences 
(Nebraska and 
Texas), will square 
off in search of 
the Big 12’s first 
volleyball crown 
e¢ Mike Babcock. Orys 


i 


C] 


Bob Berry 
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Six of the 11 teams ih the Big 12 in 1996 qualified for the 
tournament field, where Nebraska defeated Texas in the 
championship match. 

Texas is the most significant addition. “I think there 
are six or seven (traditionally) great programs in the 
country, and Texas is one of them,” Pettit said. “It is cer- 
tainly a Nebraska-level program.” 

To say Nebraska dominated the Big Eight would be a 
gross understatement. Going into this season, the 
Huskers’ overall record against members of the former 
Big Eight was 266-10-1 (.962). Nebraska won 19 of 20 Big 
Eight championships and 17 conference postseason tour- 
naments since 1976. 

Prior to this season, the Huskers’ record against the 
four Texas schools was 18-13. Texas was among only a 
handful of programs with an all-time series advantage 
against Nebraska (9-8). 

The strength of the new conference, howeve7, is 
greater than merely the presence of Nebraska and Texas. 


ce 


In addition, the volleyball season is played during 
only one academic semester. That was a significant factor 
in the decision to play conference matches on Friday and 
Saturday nights. 

Big 12 coaches “really looked at 
three options,” Pettit said. They con- 
sidered playing on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays and Fridays and Sundays as 
well as on Saturdays and Sundays. 

“You can only take kids out of 
school so long,” Pettit said. 

Because of that fact, coupled with 
the cost of charter flights for the long 
trips (from Lincoln to Austin, Texas, for example), the 
Wednesday-Saturday format was quickly eliminated 
from consideration. If teams were to travel on commer- 
cial flights, they would have to leave on Tuesday for a 
Wednesday match, and they wouldn’t return until 
Thursday. The student-athletes would miss classes for 
three days. , 

“Then we've got the match on the weekend, so I’ve 
taken them out of class four days,” said Pettit. “If it’s 
Friday-Saturday, you fly down Thursday night, miss 
Friday (classes) and play two matches. 

“So the decision is really an academic one. It is no way 
the best thing for the coaches, and I’m not sure it’s the 
best thing for the players, because that second night, 
you're not going to have the preparation of the first night. 
It’s going to make for a lot more upsets. The coaches may, 
after a year, get together and say: ‘Hey, we can’t do this. 
We're either going to have to limit the schedule and go 
into a north-south {structure), or we’re going to have to 
do something different.’ But I think the feeling was, ini- 
tially, all these teams wanted to play (each other). 
Everybody down there (in Texas) wants to play 
Nebraska, and Nebraska wants to play Texas and Texas 
A&M. They’re really strong programs.” 

The Huskers’ first matches against the Texas schools 
are scheduled for Oct. 18-19, against Texas A&M and 
Texas, respectively, at the NU Coliseum. The A&M match 
will televised by Fox Sports Net. 

Nebraska is slated for two more television appear- 
ances: Oct. 30 against 
Colorado in Lincoln and 
a| Nov. 29 against Texas at 
Austin. The Huskers are 
scheduled to play A&M 
the next night at College 
Station, Texas. Those 
mmatches wrap up 
Nebraska’s regular sea- 
son. First-round play in 
the NCAA Tournament 
mei begins at campus sites 
| the next week. Nebraska 
almost certainly will be 
involved. 

Membership in the Big 
12 should help the 
Huskers get ready for the 
NCAA Tournament, not 
only because of the com- 


this point, what usually happens is, you see a 
Other programs follow the 
| greater success. 
contribute to increased suc- 
“When you have one (top 
Pettit said. “Nebraska, to some 
the dominant program in the 
W/ 20 conference matches and you're 
“Great NBA teams ‘won (50) per- 
and traveling to A&M the next. 
more potential for upsets. With more 
about themselves, that are going to put 
Those dynamics have come into play 
Wisconsin, Michigan State, Purdue and 
conference cham- 
years,” Pettit said. “Prior to ay Wo 
ference dominated by one 
see.” 
home-and-home schedule this 
doesn’t have a volleyball 
teams, for example, will play © 
Nebraska won its first 
game against each of the 


“When you combine two of them (top programs) in a 
conference that has the resources this conference has at 
ba third and fourth emerge,” 
Yo. ry) Pettit said. 

dl \ lead of those at the top and 
an are therefore driven to 
The scheduling demands of 
the new conference also will 
¥ cess for other Big 12 programs, 

according to Pettit. 

{ program), sometimes that one 
can dominate a conference,” 
degree, was the dominant pro- 
gram in the Big Eight. Texas was 

a Southwest. Now you bring those 
W two together, and you're playing 
playing them back-to-back on 
Friday and Saturday nights ... 
cent on the road. So we'll be on the 
road, playing in Austin one night 
You've got to be one heck of a team 
to win the second night. So there’s 
potential for upsets, you have more 
teams that are going to feel good 
themselves in position to compete 
nationally. 
in other conferences. 
“In the Big Ten, Ohio State, Penn State, 
Northwestern BobBery 
have all won the 
pionship in the |Stgeeeenes= 
last several |iguge 
Penn State’s entering the con- | 
ference, it tended to be a con- 
team. So I think that’s the 
dynamic (in the Big 12). We'll 
The Big 12 volleyball teams === 
are playing a full round-robin, 
season. That means 20 confer- 
ence matches. (Oklahoma State 
team). Other sports have opted 
for divisional play. Basketball 
home-and-home games with- 
in their division but only one 
teams in the other division — 
three home, three away. 


Pettit last year at Texas’ 
expense. 


national title under Terry 


petition but also because 
of the weekend structure of the schedule. 

“On the positive side, it (the schedule) will prepare 
you for a regional tournament, where you've got to 
play Friday night and Saturday night, because you've 
done that,” Pettit said. i 
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And in business for 100 years. Whether it’s through 


providing affordable life insurance protection for our 


policyholders, or supporting our midget football 


teams, we're dedicated to the principles of hard work, 


determination and commitment. Just like the Huskers. 


Security Mutual Life. Celebrating a Century of Security. 


200 Centennial Mall North 
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Over the last month and change, 
the Big 12 Conference has embarked 
upon an impressive, all-out advertis- 
ing campaign that promotes the new 
league as the premier super-confer- 
ence in the country. The Big 12, the 
campaign suggests, is college foot- 
ball at its very finest. 

After looking at the current stand- 


Despite all the 
oman 
numerals, the 
beginning of 
the Big 12 will 
be remembered 
most for its 
upset losses, 
not its marquee 
matchups and 
monstrous 
members 


ings and early results, however, it 
has been suggested that the Big 12 
needs to begin a new advertising 
pitch that features a familiar elderly 
woman announcing: “I’ve fallen, 
and I can’t get up!” 

That’s the reality of a first month 
that was far more miserable than 
memorable for the new league. 
Before the calendar even turned to 
October, the Big 12 had taken on the 
identity of the Beleaguered Dozen. 
And despite all the Roman numer- 
als, the self-created hype and the 
slick television commercials, the 
beginning of the Big 12 will be 
remembered most for its embarrass- 
ing moments, not its marquee 
matchups and monstrous members. 

“The thing that has been the most 
shocking to me is what the Big 12 
has done during its non-conference 
schedule,” said Jimmy Burch, the 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram’s lead col- 
lege football writer. “You knew they 
were going to beat up on each other 
in conference play, and some of the 
key teams were going to have losses 
as a result. But I never expected for 
the non-conference schedule to be so 
brutal on the Big 12 so-called pow- 


By Rusty Burson 


peleaguered Dozen’ 


uu 


ers. 

The non-conference schedule has 
indeed been brutal on the new 
league’s teams. Following the games 
played on Sept. 28, the Big 12 was 
just 20-14 against outside competi- 
tion. What's worse is that the Big 12 
did not beat a ranked non-confer- 
ence opponent in mya tries. gine 


Tulsa 31, Oklahoma 24 
_ A as 


in BYU, Utah and Wyoming, which 
were all unranked when they beat 
Big 12 schools but recently entered 
the AP poll, and the league is 0-8 
against outside ranked teams. 

Perhaps most degrading of all, 
however, is the fact that the Big 12 — 
the so-called chosen members of the 
Midlands — had a losing record 
against the Western Athletic 
Conference — the outcasts and after- 
thoughts of major college football — 
as of Sept. 28. Oklahoma alone went 
0-3 against the WAC. 

“The way our conference has 
played against the Big 12 teams has 
been very good for our league,” said 
BYU coach Lavell Edwards, whose 
Cougars opened the year by shock- 
ing previously 12th-ranked Texas 
A&M. “The problem that we have in 
the WAC is that there is always an 
uphill battle for respect. I felt like we 
were left out in the cold in some of 
the bow] alliances. So, it’s been grati- 
fying to see our league show we can 
do well against some of the bigger 
schools with the bigger reputations 
in the country.” 

Even the school with the biggest 
reputation in the country, Nebraska, 
hasn’t been immune to falling on its 
face. The Cornhuskers scored nearly 
80 points last year against Arizona 
State in a 77-28 win in Lincoln, Neb. 
But when the two-time defending 
national champions returned to 
Tempe, Ariz., site of last season’s 
Fiesta Bowl win over Florida, 
Nebraska couldn’t manage to score a 
single point against the Sun Devils. 
Arizona State shocked the Huskers 
and the college football world with a 
19-0 win on Sept. 21. 

“Any time your marquee team, 
which is definitely Nebraska in our 
league, loses, then it takes a little 
prestige away from the conference,” 
Baylor coach Chuck Reedy said. 
“That was a pretty shocking loss, but 
I expect them to bounce back and be 
right back in the thick of things at 
the end of the year.” 

Said Texas A&M coach R.C. 
Slocum: “In my mind, I had every- 
one else in a separate category. I 
always qualified my statements with 
Nebraska. I hadn’t seen anyone close 
to them (until the Arizona State 
game).” 

Following the loss, the Huskers 
ranked 97th in the country in total 
offense (out of 111 Division I-A 
teams) and No. 106 in passing. 
Nebraska also dropped in the 
Associated Press poll from No. 1 in 
the nation to No. 8. 

Of course, that was just a mild 
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example of the new “I’m falling and 
can’t get up” motto of the confer- 
ence. Here are some major examples: 

¢ Texas A&M began the season in 
the Top 15, but fell to No. 25 after 
losing to BYU in the season-opener. 
The Aggies then dropped out of the 
AP poll for the first time in 80 weeks 
after an embarrassing loss to 
Southwestern Louisiana in a game in 
which A&M turned the ball over 
eight times. The Aggies’ most signif- 
icant ranking recently was that A&M 
was in the bottom five of the country 
in turnover margin. 

¢ Texas started the season 2-0 and 
moved into the Top 5. But a close 
loss to Notre Dame in Austin and a 
dismal 37-13 loss at Virginia had the 


Horns reeling to No. 23 in the Sept. 
29 AP poll. 

e The combination of Texas and 
Texas A&M being out of the Top 20 
marked the first time since 1988 that 
a Texas team had not been ranked 
among the 20 best schools in the 
country. 

¢ Kansas dropped completely out 
of the poll after a shocking loss to 
Utah. 

¢ Colorado also dropped signifi- 
cantly in the polls after a mid- 
September loss at home to Michigan. 

Then, of course, there is the hor- 
rific start of the once-powerful 
Oklahoma Sooners. OU could be on 
its way to an 0-11 record after losing 
to TCU, San Diego State and Tulsa to 
open the year. 


The onslaught of early non-con- 
ference losses created a rather 
strange situation by the first week of 
October. Only two teams, Kansas 
State and Baylor, survived 
September with unblemished 
records. Furthermore, Oklahoma 
State was one of only two teams 
from the South Division to enter 
October with a winning record. 

Of course, Baylor's 3-0 start came 
against Louisiana Tech, Louisville 
and Oregon State, while Kansas 
State’s 4-0 start featured a tough con- 
ference opener against Texas Tech 
and three non-conference patsies, 
Indiana State, Cincinnati and Rice. 
Oklahoma State was blasted by 
Texas Tech, but managed a 3-1 start 

Chris Faytok 


With the increased attention the 
Big 12 gets, individuals such as 
lowa State’s Troy Davis will 
have better chances of winning 
post season awards. 


by beating Southwest Missouri State, 
Tulsa and Utah State. 

“Based on what the Big Eight and 
the Southwest Conference represen- 
tatives in the new league did last 
year and last year alone, I under- 
stand why the Big 12 teams had 
every reason to claim that they were 
going to be the premier football con- 
ference in America,” Burch said. “Six 
of seven teams from those two con- 
ferences won bowl games last year. 
That’s great, and there’s no question 
that the Big 12 has some of the most 


well-rounded athletic programs any- 
where in the country. But over the 
long haul, is the old Big Eight and 
four teams from the SWC really wor- 
thy of the ‘best football conference in 
the country’ description? 

“If you take away what Nebraska 
and Colorado have done in the 
1990s, you have a few good teams 
and some mediocre teams. So, it’s 
surprised me that the Big 12 has 
started the year like this, but I would 
stop short of saying it’s a shock. I 
don’t think this conference is really 
any better over a long period of time 
than the Big 10 or the Southeastern 
Conference, or maybe even the Pac- 
10. I guess we'll see over the next 
couple of months.” 

The problem over the next few 
months, however, is that the Big 12 
teams will be beating up on each 
other in the conference portion of 
their schedules. As a result, it’s quite 
possible that a team from the South 
Division might have as many as 
three — and_ possibly four — losses 
heading into the Big 12 title game on 
Dec. 7 in St. Louis. That takes a great 
deal of shine from the inaugural 
championship game, even if 
Nebraska wins the rest of its games 
and is back in the national title pic- 
ture. 

If the Cornhuskers lose another 
game, it’s possible to see a two-loss 
team from the North Division 
against a four-loss team from the 
South. 

Of course, the news out of the Big 
12 is not all gloom and doom. The 
best news is that it is still early in the 
season, and there is still plenty of 


time for struggling teams like Texas 
and Texas A&M to right themselves 
and for teams like Nebraska and 
Colorado to climb back into national 
title contention. The strength of the 
Big 12 from top to bottom is certain- 
ly beneficial in terms of national 
image. 

“It’s definitely too early to write 
the obituary for the Big 12,” ESPN 
college football analyst Lee Corso 
said. “Let’s wait until after the bowls 
are played to judge this league and 
every other one. At the end of the 
bowls, I firmly believe that the Big 
12 will be the best conference in 
America from top to bottom — bar 
none.” 

Despite the early struggles, the 
Big 12 is still a media magnet, mean- 
ing the conference will produce 
more than its fair share of national 
attention. Teams from the Big 12 
who can get on a roll can rise quickly 
in the polls. 

And individuals who do well, 
such as Iowa State running back 
Troy Davis, will have an even better 
chance at winning national awards 
such as the Heisman Trophy because 
of the increased media attention. A 
few early-season losses will simply 
not keep many reporters away from 
the stadiums. 

“I think all the teams in our con- 
ference will be magnified, nationally, 
because of our membership in the 
Big 12,” Reedy said. “That’s bad 
when you're off to a struggling start, 
but it’s very good when you're on a 
roll. The members of this conference, 
because of its national reputation, 
can achieve anything. In the 


Southwest Conference, there was a 
ceiling on what you could accom- 
plish because of its lack of respect in 
later years.” 

“There are some teams with a few 
losses in our conference right now, 
but that doesn’t mean our national 
image has fallen apart,” Iowa State 
coach Dan McCarney said. “At least 
I don’t sense that. Now that we’re 
into our conference schedule, I know 
that we are about to start playing 
some of the toughest teams in all of 
college football. That’s the plain and 
simple truth. I think everything will 
work itself out, and I believe we’re 
going to have a very interesting, fun 
conference race.” 

Perhaps it will be even more 
interesting race with the early losses. 
Now, every team in the Big 12 
knows that Nebraska is capable of 
being beaten, and that the old axiom 
“on any given day” applies to all 
games for all other teams. 

“There’s no doubt that Nebraska 
losing was a slight blow for the con- 
ference’s national reputation,” Corso 
said. “But it happened early, and it 
was really only shocking because 
Nebraska was shut out. In the long 
run, it just might make things more 
interesting in the first year of the Big 
12. Other teams can look at what 
Arizona State did and know it’s pos- 
sible for them to beat Nebraska, too. 
I don’t know if everybody felt that 
way before this year.” 

So perhaps the Big 12 is capable 
of pulling itself up off the canvas 
after a dreadful beginning. It’s too 
early to tell, but it’s also too early to 
throw in the towel. & 
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teams played at Memorial Stadium 
on Thanksgiving Day. A train-load 
of fans from Weir’s hometown of 
Superior, Neb., came to watch and 
cheer him in his final game. 

He deflected a punt to set up the 
Cornhuskers’ first touchdown, in a 
14-0 first quarter, and he kicked 
the two extra points and a 25- 
yard field goal (in the third 


quarter) as Nebraska won, 17-0. 


the numbers game 
Weir would recall, many 


Verses & 35 lot bo) years later, that near the end of 
T he 5 that game he “looked over at the 


Notre Dame bench, and all of a sud- 
den, Rockne saw me and broke into 

Editor's Note: This is the fifth of an 11-part series 
featuring our picks as the best players ever to wear 


his contagious grin. He gave me a 
big wink. It was my last game and 
no one else could know what he 
meant. But I understood.” 
Nebraska’s No. 35 jersey carries 
such tradition. Even though other 
outstanding players have worn it 
over the last 70 years, none 
_ has been greater than Weir 
— as he showed against 
Notre Dame. 


each jersey number in the modern era. 
Next week we'll break down numbers 41 through 50. 


ebraska is scheduled to 
play Notre Dame in the 
years 2000 (at South 
Bend) and 2001 (in 
Lincoln). Assuming dra- 
matic changes in the 
structure of college football don’t 
force the cancellation of those 
games, they will represent the brief 
resumption of a series that began in 
1915 and continued for 11 consecu- 
tive seasons before Notre Dame offi- 
cials decided to terminate it. 

Since then, the schools have 
played only three times: in 1947 and 
1948, home-and-home, and in the 
1973 Orange Bowl game (a 40-6 
Nebraska victory), Bob Devaney’s 
last as head coach. 

The interest here is in the early 
Nebraska-Notre Dame series, initiat- 
ed by former Cornhusker coach E.O. 
“Jumbo” Stiehm. More specifically, 
it is the last three games, in 1923, 
1924 and 1925. 

Nebraska won the first and third 
games, which were played in 
Lincoln. But all three showcased one 
of the greatest Cornhuskers of all- 
time. His name was Ed Weir. And he 
wore jersey No. 35 — at least he did 
during the 17-0 victory in 1925, 
according to the official program for 
that game. 

Weir was Nebraska’s first two- 


#31: Harry Wilson 
(1964-66) © 


#32: Ed Ste 
(1991-94) 


time All-American in foot- 
ball. He was the 
Cornhuskers’ captain as 
a junior and senior. 
Though players went 
both ways and the 6- 
foot, 190-pound Weir 
occasionally carried 
the ball, he was best- 
known as a hard- 
charging, “red-dog- 
ging” defensive tackle. 
He also punted and 
kicked placements for teams 
coached by Fred Dawson and Ernie 
Bearg, who arrived in 1925. 

As a sophomore, Weir helped 
contain the Notre Dame backfield 
that would later be nicknamed the 
“Four Horsemen” by Grantland Rice 
in 1924. He intercepted a pass and 
threw a key block to open the way 
for a 34-yard touchdown run by full- 
back Dave Noble in a 14-7 victory — = 
Notre Dame’s only loss. 

The “Four Horsemen” avenged 
that loss when Weir was a junior by 
winning, 34-6. Afterward, however, 
Notre Dame coach Knute Rockne 
sought out Weir in the Nebraska 
locker room. Rockne told Weir: 28-5 with Har 
“You're the greatest tackle and the “Lighthouse” 


cleanest player I have ever Wilson at 
watched.” halfback from 
When Weir was a senior, the 1964-66 


wart #33: Forrest Behm 


(1938 


#34: Trev Alberts 
(1990-93) 


Weir is an easy choice in this fifth 
installment of Huskers Illustrated's 
“By the Numbers.” 


#21: Harry Wilson 
Also: Joe Orduna, Rudy Johnson 

Harry Wilson carried the nick- 
name “Lighthorse,” which he 
brought with him from high school 
in Stuebenville, Ohio. He carried the 
ball as a halfback for Bob Devaney- 
coached teams with a combined 
record of 28-5. His most productive 
season was 1965, when he rushed for 
672 yards. 

The Cornhuskers were 10-0 and 
ranked third in the nation in the 1965 
regular season, and Wilson was at 
his best in the toughest games, aver- 
aging over 100 rushing yards a game 
against Oklahoma (21-9), Air Force 
(27-17), Oklahoma State (21-17) and 
Missouri (16-14). He ranked third 
among Big Eight rushers as a senior, 
gaining 635 yards. He ranks 22nd on 
Nebraska’s career rushing list, with 
1,610 yards. 

Joe Orduna (1967-70) and Rudy 
Johnson (1961-63) are among other 
running backs who have worn jersey 
No. 31. Orduna ranks 18th in career 
rushing, with 1,968 yards and scored 
26 touchdowns. Johnson came from 
Aransas Pass, Texas, to average 5.54 
yards per carry during his three sea- 
sons. 


#32: Ed Stewart 
Also: I.M. Hipp, Ken Clark 

Ed Stewart gets the nod at No. 32, 
even though an equally-strong case 
could be made for I-backs I.M. Hipp 
and Ken Clark. Stewart was a co- 
captain and a consensus All-America 
weakside linebacker for the 1994 
national championship team. He 
was chosen as the Big Eight’s 
Defensive Player of the Year, as well 
as being a finalist for the Butkus 
Award as the nation’s outstanding 
linebacker. 

He started 37 consecutive games, 
beginning in his sophomore season. 

Hipp came from Chapin, S.C., to 
become college football’s most 
famous walk-on as a sophomore in 
1977, when he rushed for 1,301 
yards. He ranks fourth on 
Nebraska’s all-time rushing list, with 
2,814 yards and 21 touchdowns. 
Clark is third, with 3,037 yards and 
29 touchdowns. 

Clark carried 494 times during his 
three seasons. Hipp carried 495 
times. 


#36; Larry Wachholtz 
(1964-66) 


#37: Lawrence Ely, 
(1930-32) 


#33: Forrest Behm 

Also: Clester Johnson, Tyrone 
Hughes, Dana Brinson, Dave Burke 

Forrest Behm was inducted in 
1988 into the National Football 
Foundation Hall of Fame. He played 
tackle and was a key performer on 
the 1940 team that went to the Rose 
Bowl. Behm and teammate Warren 
Alfson, a guard, both earned All- 
America recognition that season. 

Behm was from Lincoln, where he 
played only one season of high 
school football. He had to buy his 
own shoes (size 15) in order to play 
freshman football at Nebraska. He 
proved himself sufficiently on the 
freshman team to be given 
shoes when he checked out 
equipment as a sopho- 
more. 

As often as not, 
wingbacks have 
worn No. 33 in 
recent seasons. 

In fact, 
Nebraska 
has had a 
No. 33 
playing 
wingback 
every season since 


1985. Sean Wieting, a junior walk- ,, 


on from Tulatin, Ore., is the latest 
wingback on the list. Clester Johnson 
had the number from 1993 to 1995, 
Tyrone Hughes had it from 1989 to 
1992, and Dana Brinson wore jersey 
No. 33 from 1985 to 1988. 

From 1982 to 1984, cornerback 
Dave Burke wore it. Before Burke, 
there were two more No. 33 wing- 
backs: Anthony Steels, from 1979 to 
1981, and Curtis Craig, from 1975 to 
1977. 


#34: Trev Alberts 
Also: Dave Butterfield 
This pick is another no-brainer. 
Trev Alberts was a co-captain 
and consensus All-American 
outside linebacker in 1993. Tom 
Osborne has said that, as a 
senior, Alberts had more 
impact on the outcomes of 
games than any other defen- 
sive player he has coached. 
Alberts won the Butkus 
Award as the nation’s top colle- 
giate linebacker in 1993. He was 


The Butkus Award winner 

in 1993, Trev Alberts racked 
up He of honors both on 
and off the field. 


pity 


#39: Andra Franklin 
(1977-80) 


chosen as the Big Eight Defensive 
Player of the Year as well as the Big 
Eight Male Athlete of the Year. In 
addition to his ability on the football 
field, he excelled in the classroom, 
racking up just as many honors 
there. 

Dave Butterfield, an All-America 
defensive back in 1976, also wore jer- 
sey No. 34. 


Bob Berry 


#35: Ed Weir 
Also: Jeff Kinney, Rick Berns, 
Steve Damkroger 

Although Weir is the choice, sev- 
eral other notable Cornhuskers wore 
No. 35, including I-backs Jeff Kinney 
(1969-71) and Rick Berns (1976-78) 
and linebacker Steve Damkroger 
(1979-82). 

Kinney played on back-to-back 
national championship teams. He 
ranks 10th on Nebraska’s career 
rushing list (2,244 yards, 29 touch- 
downs), and is second in career 
receptions (with 82), behind only 
Johnny Rodgers. Berns is eighth on 
the rushing list (2,449 yards, 28 
touchdowns). Damkroger, a co-cap- 
tain in 1982, followed his brother, 
Maury, and his father, Ralph, as 
Cornhusker letter-winners. He ranks 
fourth in career tackles with 269, 
including a school career-record 157 
unassisted. He also had 20 tackles 
for loss (for 93 yards). 


#36: Larry Wachholtz 

Larry Wachholtz was an all-state 
quarterback at North Platte, Neb., 
High School. He became an All- 
America safety at Nebraska. 
Wachholtz was only 5-foot-8 and 162 
pounds, but he made a big impact 
on the football field, place-kicking 
and returning punts, in addition to 
playing safety. 

His junior season, he ranked sec- 
ond in the nation in punt returns, 
averaging 14.5 yards per return. He 
was a three-year starter, setting a 
school record by intercepting seven 
passes his senior season. That record 
has since been tied by Dana 
Stephenson (1969) and Bill Kosch 
(1970). Stephenson, who holds the 
Nebraska career record for pass 
interceptions (with 14), also wore jer- 
sey No. 36. 


Wachholtz was a co-cap- 
tain in 1966. He tied for the 
team scoring lead with 42 ™ 
points on 21-of-25 extra points, ~ 
5-of-8 field goals and one touch- © 
down, on a 72-yard punt return. 
In addition to the seven intercep- 
tions, he broke up eight passes and 
was second among defensive backs 
with 55 tackles. 

#37: Lawrence Ely 
Also: Ken Geddes, Monte 
Johnson, Don Fricke 

Lawrence Ely came from Grand 
Island, Neb., to earn All-America 
honors as a center in 1932. He was a 
two-time All-Big Six selection, “a 
gay caballero of the gridiron ... 
whose chatter upset many a foe,” 
according to the late Frederick Ware, 
former sports editor of the Omaha 
World-Herald. 

Coach D. X. Bible’s teams won 
Big Six championships in 1931 and 
1932. Their combined record in those 
seasons was 15-3-1. Ely was 
described as a “great competitor, a 
keen analyst of plays and a sure 
tackler.” Both Grantland Rice and 
the All-America Board picked him as 
a first-team All-American. 

Linebackers Ken Geddes (1967- 
69) and Monte Johnson (1970-72) 
and center-fullback Don Fricke 
(1958-60) are among many other 
notable Cornhuskers who have worn 
No. 37 jerseys. 


#38: Sam Francis 

Sam Francis was attracted to 
Nebraska from Oberlin, Kan., more 
because of the Cornhuskers’ track 
and field reputation, established 
under coach “Pa” Schulte, than 
because of football. He was an out- 
standing weight man, finishing 
fourth in the shot put in the 1936 
Olympic Games in Berlin. 

But he also excelled on the foot- 
ball field. He played fullback on 
offense and finished second to Yale’s 
Larry Kelley in balloting for the 
Heisman Trophy in 1936. The 
Cornhuskers finished 7-2 that season 
and were ranked ninth in the nation 
by the Associated Press. It was the 
first season of the AP poll. 

Francis played in both the East- 
West Shrine Game and the College 
All-Star Game following his senior 
season at Nebraska. He was chosen 
captain of the College All-Stars, and 
is a member of the National Football 
Foundation Hall of Fame. 

Although undersized (5-foot-9, 
166 pounds), Pat Fischer 
definitely didn’t play that way. 


Ed Weir was Nebraska’s 
first two-time 
All-American in football. 


#39: Andra Franklin 

Andra Franklin also played full- 
back in the Francis tradition. He was 
first-team All-Big Eight as a senior in 
1980, after earning all-conference 
honorable mention as a sophomore 
and junior. Although his primary 
responsibility was as a blocker, 
Franklin rushed for 1,738 yards dur- 
ing his career, a Cornhusker record 
for a fullback. He averaged 5.4 yards 
per carry for his career. 

Franklin, who came _ from 
Anniston, Ala., earned four letters, 
which was a rare accomplishment at 
the time. Players usually spent their 
first season at Nebraska on the fresh- 
man-junior varsity team. 


#40: Pat Fischer 

Pat Fischer was small (5-foot-9, 
166 pounds) but mighty. He played 
halfback and quarterback on offense 
and in the secondary on defense, as 
well as returning punts and kickoffs. 
He ranked second in the nation in 
punt returns as a senior, averaging 
21.1 yards per return on 13 returns. 

One of his most memorable punt 
returns came against Oklahoma in 
1959, when he ran 61 yards to the 
Sooners’ 3-yard line to set up the 
touchdown that gave the 
Cornhuskers a 22-14 lead in what 
would become the 25-21 upset victo- 
ry that ended Oklahoma’s 75-game 
conference unbeaten streak. 

Fischer was a co-captain in 1960. 
He went on to become an All-Pro 
defensive back, playing 17 seasons in 
the National Football League, with 
the St. Louis Cardinals and 
Washington Redskins. lf 


To order your own Nebraska Huskers Afghan, call 


Each afghan is $49.95 (plus sales tax where applicable) and $4.95 for shipping and handling. 
All major credit cards are accepted. To order by mail, make your check payable to: 
Company’s Coming, Inc., Dept. E-13 
P.O. Box 417, Corpus Christi, TX 78403 
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Trinitron® Stereo TV 
Featuring Sony's exclusive vertically flat screen, SRS® sound, 
built-in Dynamic Acoustic Chamber speakers, Advanced 
On-Screen menu, Program Palette™ presets, Stereo Broadcast 
Reception and Universal Remote. 


_ CONVENIENT SHOPPING HOURS 
HO4M TO 96H MONDAY THRU FRAY: 104M TO BPH 
SATURDAY; NOON TO 6PM SUNDAY 


ORDER BY PHONE 
1-800-584-6709 AND 392-3228 
or FAX 255-6268 
SALE ENDS 10/18/96 

©1996 NFM, INC. 
Some items may be in limited quantities. i) 
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“Pending credit approval, No FINANCE CHARGES will be 
incurred if you pay the amount in full within 12 billing cycles 
from charge date. No minimum periodic payment amount fs! 
required during the first 12 billing cycles after the transaction 
date; thereafter the minimum periodic payment will be 
required. If the promotional amount charge is not paid in full 
by the payment due date set forth in your 12th billin 
Statement after the date of the charge, FINANCE CHARGES on 
the “Average Daily Outstanding Balance” on the periodic 
Statement will be calculated from the transaction date of the 
purchase until paid in full. APR=19.96% as of 9/5/96; APR is 
variable based on LIBOR + 13.90%, Minimum APR of 
19.96%. Effective with your December 1996 billing cycle APR 
is a variable rate based on Prime Rate + 14.73%, which is. 4 
current APR=22.98%, minimum APR of 21.98%. The oy 


Preferred Card is a credit service of Bank One, Dayton, NN 


